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Thursday, April 21,   
òConstruction  
Connectionó  

Carnival  
Distinctive Lighting 

2608 W. Main St 
5:30pmñ ?  

 

No charge! 

 

FOOD    Å    FUN  
GAMES    Å    PRIZES 
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ñSustainability Nightò  
Member Dinner & Meeting  

Thursday, Feb. 10 th  
Donôt Miss it!  
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April 7  Board of Directorôs Meeting, 4pm SWMBIA  
April 12  Home Expo Committee Meeting, 10:30am SWMBIA  
April 13   Government Affairs Committee Meeting 9am SWMBIA 
April 13  Green Building Committee Meeting, 4pm at Refuge 
Sustainable Building Center (1203 N. Rouse Ave) 
April 14  Membership Committee Mtg, 4pm Distinctive Lighting 
(2608 W Main St) 
April 21  Parade of Homes committee Meeting, 4pm Johnny 
Carinos Restaurant (N. 19th, Gallatin Center)  
April 21 ñConstruction Connection Carnival, 5:30pm-8 at   
Distinctive Lighting (2608 W. Main St).  
April 26   Executive Committee Meeting, 4pm SWMBIA Office  
 
June 24  SWMBIA Golf Tournament, Bridger Creek Golf Course 
September 10 -11, 16, 17-18  20th Parade of Homes  
 
 

A full list of Events, Information,  
Membership Directories and much more 

available at www.swmbia.org  

 

Spring is when you feel like whistling even with 
a shoe full of slush.   

~Doug Larson 
 

Spring is nature's way of saying, "Let's party!"   
~Robin Williams  

 
It's spring fever.   That is what the name of it 

is.  And when you've got it, you want - oh, you don't 
quite know what it is you do want, but it just fairly 

makes your heart ache, you want it so!  ~Mark 
Twain 

 
April hath put a spirit of youth in everything.    

~William Shakespeare 
 

If I had my life to live over, I would start barefoot 
earlier in the spring and stay that way later in the 

fall.    
~Nadine Stair  

Did you know that as a Member you receive discounts from a wide variety of    
businesses?  Check out www.nahb.org/MA for a full list of discounts...  



 

From the Chairman of the Board  
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New Homes Strengthen 

Economy Year-Round 
 

 W hile the housing       

industry celebrates New 

Homes Month in April, home builders 

want Americans to know just how much 

of a positive, direct impact residential 

construction has on the U.S. economy 

throughout the entire year. 

 "Home building is a key driver 

of the American economy," said NAHB Chairman Bob 

Nielsen, a home builder from Reno, Nev. "By generating 

economic activity including new income and jobs,           

purchases of goods and services, and revenue for local    

governments, housingðwhich has historically accounted 

for around 17 percent of the GDPðcan put America back to 

work." 

 Economists at the National Association of Home 

Builders estimate that the one-year local impacts of       

building 100 single-family homes in a typical metro area 

include $21.1 million in local income, $2.2 million in taxes 

and other local government revenue, and 324 local jobs. 

 The employment effects extend beyond the home 

building industry. About half of the jobs are in construction, 

with the other 50 percent creating employment                

opportunities in industries ranging from production and 

sales of home furnishings to service providers such as real 

estate attorneys and landscapers. 

 Those 100 new homes also provide the community 

with additional, annually-recurring impacts of $3.1 million 

in local income, $743,000 in taxes and other revenue for 

local governments, and 53 local jobs. 

 The income earned from construction activity is 

spent and recycled in the local economy, and the new 

homes that are built become occupied by residents who pay 

taxes and buy locally produced goods and services. Those 

tax revenues help pay for a wide range of government     

services, including local school teachers, police departments 

and road repairs. 

 In order to accommodate population growth and 

necessary replacement of older homes, however, a long-run 

trend of approximately 1.7 million new homes a year is 

needed. Yet as of February 2011, the annual projection for 

housing starts stood at less than 500,000. 

 "The gap between actual home starts and what is 

required to fulfill America's future housing needs represents 

more than 3 million jobs," said Nielsen. "Restoring the 

health of the housing industry is a crucial first step in       

stabilizing our country's path to economic recovery." 

 During New Homes Month, home builders also 

bring attention to the advantages of newly-built homes,   

including safety, amenities, energy efficiency and floor 

plans to fit a wide variety of modern lifestyles. Combined 

with today's near record-low interest rates and competitive 

prices, the current market offers new home buyers          

unprecedented opportunities. 

 Home buyers can access resources to help guide 

them through the home-buying process on NAHB's website 

at www.nahb.org/forconsumers. 

 Locally, there seems to be a buzz about building 

not felt for some time. The building dept is getting more 

building permit applications all the time. The realtors are 

showing more potential buyers property, and the sales have 

been up the last few months. Even if the weather doesn't 

agree, it seems that Spring has sprung.  

 As the local environment improves, it is more     

important than ever to cultivate those contacts that maybe 

you haven't seen for some time. SWMBIA's monthly events 

are the perfect place to renew those relationships and       

establish new ones. Our events this year have been fun,    

informative, and well-attended. We anticipate this trend to 

continue, and we'd like to see you at the next one held at 

Distinctive Lighting April 21st. Bring your thoughts and 

ideas on how your organization can continue to improve. I 

look forward to seeing you there. 

David Graham  
Graham Enterprises  

2011 Board Chairman  

 


