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FEBRUARY 9TH  
MEMBERSHIP  

MEETING & DINNER  
Holiday Inn  

6pm Cocktails 
7pm Dinner  
$20/each  

Reservations Please!  
 

Guest Speaker:  
Bill Schwahn, Infrared USA  

 
Great Prizes, Food,  
Fun & Great Folks  

Photos by Sunrise Homes LLC  



 

 

 

 

 

M ontana Climate Control provides a variety of heating and cooling services 

to customers throughout Belgrade, MT and the surrounding areas. Whether 

youôre looking to install a new high efficiency unit for your home or a gas fireplace in 

your living room, weôre the people for you. We are dedicated to keeping you warm in 

the winter and cool in the summer.  We only use quality units like Trane, so you can be 

sure you will be getting a reliable heater or air conditioner! 

Our contractors do both residential & commercial 

HVAC work, so no project is too big or too small 

for us to handle. 

Our HVAC Services Include: 
¶¶ GeoThermal 

¶¶ Heating and air conditioning 

¶¶ Furnaces and central air 

¶¶ Installations 

¶¶ Retrofits 

¶¶ Ventilation services 

¶¶ Gas fire places 

¶¶ Computerized Load Calculations & Duct Design 

¶¶ And more! 

We specialize in customer service, which means 

your satisfaction is guaranteed. Give us a call to 

see what we can do for your home! 

Contact  

Montana Climate Control 

today at 405-582-0057  

to get your home or  

business comfortable again. Montana Climate Control  
1037 Apples Way    Å    Belgrade, MT 59714-8954 

www.montanaclimatecontrol.com  
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February 1  Green Building Committee Meeting, 4pm at CTA    

Architects  

February 1  Membership Committee Meeting, 4pm SWMBIA     

Office  

February 7  Home Expo Committee Meeting, 11am SWMBIA      

Office  

February 9  SWMBIA Membership Dinner, Holiday Inn             

Reservations Please! Guest Speaker: Bill Schwahn, Infrared 

USA.    Special Prize:  $350 Infrared Imaging Energy Evaluation 

February 8-11th International Builders Show, Orlando Florida  

February 14  GRIP Safety Seminar, 7:30-9:30am GranTree Inn 

ñFatal Four Hazards in Constructionò 406-442-4479 or 

www.montanabia.com to reserve your seat 

February 14  Government Affairs Committee Meeting, 9am 

SWMBIA Office  

February 14  Parade of Homes Committee Meeting, 4pm at    

Johnny Carinos Restaurant  

February 18  SWMBIA & Gallatin Association of Realtors®   

BOWL -OFF for charity  

February 20th  Presidentôs Day, Office Closed  

February 28-March 2nd MBIA Education Conference, Missoula MT 

March 24-25 SWMBIA Home Expo  

April 19   ñConstruction Connectionò Social at Stockman Bank 

5:30pm-?  
 

A full list of Events, Information,  
Membership Directories and much more 

available at www.swmbia.org  

 

SWMBIA Monthly Newsletter  
OPT-OUT FORM  

 
In an effort to green our environment and  reduce 
waste, please let us know if you would prefer to 

NOT receive a printed SWMBIA Monthly Newsletter.  
Monthly Newsletter will still be available electroni-

cally in member emails or at www.swmbia.org.   

Ǐ Do not send me a printed SWMBIA Monthly Newsletter  

Name____________________________________ 

Company_________________________________ 

Signature_________________________________ 

 

Return to SWMBIA, 1716 W. Main Street, Suite 8G  

Bozeman MT 59715 or FAX (406) 585-7530 

FREE MARKETING WEBINAR  
 

February 22, 12:00-1:00  
at American Land Title Co .  

1800 West Koch, Bozeman  
 

Join us for a quick lunch and priceless information on  
cost-effective marketing ideas for 2012. 

The Basic Steps of Marketing  
Effective marketing can make the difference between an 
average sales year and a great one. However, planning a 

marketing campaign can be a daunting task, especially 
when promotional dollars are scarce. This webinar 

teaches you the purpose and importance of cost-effective 
marketing and its role in management and operation of 

your business. 

Call Heidi at 556-7041 to ensure your lunch is ready!  

BIG SAVINGS FOR MEMBERS!  
Have you checked out  

www.nahb.org/MA ?  
Did you know that there is a load of  

discounts available?  Membership Pays!  

http://www.buildersshow.com/
http://www.montanabia.com
http://www.montanabia.com/
https://www.stockmanbank.com/
http://www.nahb.org/meeting_details.aspx?meetingID=23627


 

From the Chairman of the Board  
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     Good Morning SWMBIA members, 

 

     A s Mother Nature ushers 

us into the blossoming 

spring of February (weird), I would 

like to share a few thoughts and       

updates and most usefully a couple of 

phone numbers.  (MBIA Grip Program 

Sean and Mike: (406) 442-4479...Use 

them, they know everything about  

everything)é. 

 Any of you who have spent 

much time with me have probably noticed how passionate 

I am about the local, grass-roots focus of our organization.  

You might have also heard a derogatory comment or two 

regarding my disappointment with the national reality of 

the NAHBôs and even the State Building Organizationôs 

attempts to create policies that can apply effectively to the 

myriad of local conditions that exist across our very wide 

state and even more diverse list of priorities and interest 

that vie for attention on the national scene.  

 At this stage of my involvement in this organiza-

tion, I have come to realize that any perspective that is 

purely local, or purely national/global is only a segment of 

the relevant story and therefore potentially flawed.  It is 

imperative that we make meaningful progress on any and 

all levels that affect our industry.  It is this line of thinking 

that has increased my resolve to be increasingly active in 

our local arena while at the same time vigorously pursuing 

involvement on the state and national level and I would 

strongly encourage all of you to do the same. 

 Just this morning, I spoke to a non-renewing 

member. The conversation began by discussing our next 

potential job and quickly went to the ñWhy havenôt you 

renewed?ò topic.  His response was telling of a misguided, 

overly-local perspective.  He said, ñWhat has SWMBIA 

done for me?  I just bid a job with a SWMBIA Contractor 

and I didnôt get it.ò    

 ñHave you been paying attention to the impact fee   

discussionò I replied, somewhat irritated.  Did you know 

that the new impact fee consultant may recommend a    

major decrease in Fire Impact Fees in the City of        

Bozeman?ò  If you have to ask ñWhat SWMBIA, and 

MBIA, and NAHB have done for you, it is only because 

YOU are not paying adequate attention to the issues that 

affect your industry on all levels and you REALLY NEED 

TO DO SO NOW!!!! 

 So, in the interest of practicing what I preach, I 

am heading to the International Builders Show in Orlando 

on Tuesday to have the opportunity to learn and            

potentially influence some of the issues on the national 

level while our core group of ñTrue Believersò on our 

Board and Committees is dedicating their significant     

volunteer efforts to make our February Member Meeting 

and Dinner, SWMBIA Bowling Night and (pay attention 

here, we need more Playhouse Builders) HOME EXPO, 

the most interesting, educational, and exciting events this 

valley has ever seen. 

 As we participate in the re-invention of our      

economy, it is crucial that we are conscious of the         

consequences of our actions, or lack of, on all levels from 

the neighborhood perspective through the global.  The 

achievement of all our goals holds tremendous potency 

whether the immediate effect is discernable on the micro 

or macro level.  My oldest son expressed interest in 

ñChanging the worldò, while my youngest claimed, ñI will 

revolutionize suitcases.ò  Both perspectives are           

meaningful, engaging, valuable, and potent even though        

operating in completely different spheres.  And note, the 

phrase ñWhat has the world done for me?ò was not spoken 

in either goal statement. 

 In closing (finally), I would like to wish you a          

productive, proactive early spring blossoming into an             

economically sustainable 2012 building season.   

 

Until next time, 

                                                              

Rob Evans    

Constructive Solutions, Inc.  

2012 SWMBIA Chairman of the Board   

Rob Evans  
Construction Solutions,  
2012 Board Chairman  

 

Canôt get to Orlando for the International 

Builders Show? 
IBS Webinar Opportunities  at www.nahb.org   

As a part of the 2012 International Builders Show, 
NAHB will be launching a test which will provide     

interested members access to four member meetings 
(Design Committee; Construction, Codes &         

Standards; 50 + Council; and the Associates         
Committee). 

Members participating in this opportunity will be able 
to:  Listen to debate,  Ask Questions; Provide        

Comments & Information; and  Share their Insights on 
Issues via Polling Questions 

__________________________________________ 

FREE Education on Construction 

Liens, Bonds & Notices 

Thursday, February 16th,  

Bozeman Comfort Inn  

5:40pm Sandwiches, 6-8:15pm Seminar  
To reserve a seatðcall these participating sponsors:  

Angie or Linda 388-6832, Shawn @587-7711, Carl@388-

2990, Harry@586-0606, Levi@5867625, Ted@587-0728  

As%20a%20part%20of%20the%202012%20International%20Builders%20Show,%20NAHB%20will%20be%20launching%20a%20test%20which%20will%20provide%20interested%20members%20access%20to%20four%20member%20meetings%20(Design%20Committee;%20Construction,%20Codes%20&%20Standard


 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 Economic Indicators  
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Figures are for  
January 2012  

Housing Starts  

Source:  City of Bozeman Building Division  

Remodels & Additions  

(includes fences, garages & reroofs)  

 
Single Family  
Duplex 
Multi-Plex 
Townhome 
Other 
 
Total New:  

Permits/Units  Valuation       Sq Footage  
9   2,585,432 27,280 
 
 
 
 
 
9  2,585,432 27,280 

  #  Valuation  
Residential 33     635,807 
Commercial 27  1,120,782  

 
CITY COMMERCIAL STARTS  

Bldgs   Valuation  Sq Footage  
   0   0  0 

Information available at www.bozeman.net  

óIBS Liveô is Lively New Addition to IBS   
 A new, must-see venue at the 2012 National Association of 

Home Builders International Buildersô Show adds a little spice to the 

Show floor: IBS Live is a bright addition to the annual education      

sessions, displays and special events that will attract more than 50,000 

members of the home building industry to Orlando, Fla., Feb. 8-11. 

 IBS Live features a theater airing short mini-education      

sessions on a wide range of topics, the NAHB Finance Pavilion, where 

attendees can meet individually with a variety of capital sources and 

financing advisors, and a lounge for relaxing with fellow attendees ï all 

in the middle of the Orange County Convention Center. 

 It kicks off on Wednesday at 12:00 p.m. when Bob Vila, long-

time former host of This Old House, will talk about the trend toward a 

more compact, energy-efficient home and the new luxury details that 

consumers want.  

 J.R. Martinez, who was severely injured in Iraq before      

becoming TVôs Dancing with the Stars champion, will talk about his 

work with Operation Finally Home, a national charitable program     

providing new homes for injured soldiers. Martinez will be available for 

autographs and photos after the presentation.  

 Extreme Makeover: Home Edition personalities Tracy Hutson 

and Paul Dimeo will share the secrets, tips and behind-the-scenes antics 

of Americaôs quintessential feel-good reality TV show, one that brought 

entire communities together as they built more than 200 homes in 50 

states.  

 Representatives from Better Homes & Gardens will discuss 

top consumer trends around the country, McGraw Hill Construction 

Analytics will discuss the results of the latest in a series of green      

building preferences and Professional Builder editors will discuss new 

home building and remodeling smart phone and tablet apps. 

 Because inaccurate home appraisals and scarce financing 

continue to plague the industry, IBS Live will also host sessions that 

help provide solutions.  ñHow Builders Should Work with Appraisersò 

and ñCapital Markets ï What All Builders and Developers Seeking 

Capital Should Knowò are just two of the finance sessions that will be 

an integral part of the IBS Live theater. 

 A full schedule of IBS Live events is available at 

www.buildersshow.com/live.  Register by Feb. 5 at 

www.buildersshow.com/register to avoid increased onsite registration  

 

BILLINGS ï BELGRADE ï CASPER ï KALISPELL ï MISSOULA 

(FORMERLY JTL GROUP, INC.)  

Full Service  

Contractor  

Å  Asphaltic Concrete Paving  

Å  Complete Site Development  

Å  Sand & Gravel  

Å  Utility Construction  

Å  Concrete Ready Mix  

Å  Concrete Pumping  

General Offices  

Sand & Gravel  
Belgrade, Livingston & Big Sky 
Phone: 388 -6832 

Concrete Services  

& Pumping  

Belgrade: 388 -6042 

Livingston: 222 -1704 

Big Sky: 955 -2712 

Construction Estimates  
Phone: 388 -4035       Fax: 388-1571 

21730 Frontage Rd.  
P.O. Box 9  
Belgrade, MT 59714  
Phone: 388 -6832       Fax: 388-8347 

http://www.buildersshow.com/live
http://www.buildersshow.com/register


 

The True Champions of NAHB 
ǅNationwide prestige      ǅRecognition      ǅNetworking Opportunities      ǅValuable rewards for each level      ǅEligibility to attend the annual 

NAHB Spike Party  ǅLocal & state VIP events, prizes & awards 

 

To achieve Spike status: Earn six credits within two consecutive membership years (Nov. 1-Oct. 31).   

To retain Spike status and become a Life Spike: You must earn a minimum of one Spike credit (new or retention) each membership year until you 

reach a total of 25 credits. 

Super Spike (250-499) 

Tim Dean 465 Spikes 

 

Royal Spike (150-249) 

John L. Miller 202 Spikes 

Byron Anderson 185 Spikes  

Dennis Cattin 176 Spikes 

Clair W. Daines 167 Spikes 

David Andreassi 150 Spikes 

 

Red Spike (100-149) 

Jim Syth 148 Spikes  

Eugene Graf IV 123 Spikes 

Anders Lewendal 115 Spikes 

Greg Vidmar 109 Spikes 

 

Green Spike (50-99) 

Eric Roset 96 Spikes 

Chuck Graden 94 Spikes 

Eugene Graf III 93 Spikes 

Bill Fiedler 84 Spikes 

 

J.D. Engle 82 Spikes 

Richard Smith 77 Spikes 

Beth Zeman                                      64 Spikes 

Frank Armknecht 62 Spikes 

Steve Armknecht 55 Spikes 

 

Life Spike (25-49) 
Jon Moullet   45 Spikes 

David Graham 45 Spikes 

Sally Hickey   40 Spikes 

Adrian Vaughn   37 Spikes 

Nathan Albrecht                      33 Spikes 

Keith Fraser                            33 Spikes 

Dean Derby 26 Spikes 

 

Blue Spikes (6-24) 
Rob Evans                              14  Spikes  

Jeri Norris  7   Spikes 

Heidi Ebbighausen  6   Spikes 

The True Champions of NAHB 
ǅNationwide prestige      ǅRecognition      ǅNetworking Opportunities      ǅValuable rewards for each level      
ǅEligibility to attend the annual NAHB Spike Party  ǅLocal & state VIP events, prizes & awards 

 

To achieve Spike status: Earn six credits within two consecutive membership years (Nov. 1-Oct. 31).   

To retain Spike status and become a Life Spike: You must earn a minimum of one Spike credit (new or retention) each 

membership year until you reach a total of 25 credits. 
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By recruiting, involving and retaining members,  

SPIKES strengthen and build both our Association and the Industry!  



 

Group Rewards Insurance Program (GRIP)  
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Fatal Four In  
Construction  

 

By Sean Lawler, GRIP Safety Professional  

 

What is meant by ñFocus Fourò (aka. focus 

four)?  The Occupational Safety and Health 

Administration has identified the four most 

common ways that builders are seriously injured or killed 

in construction. Taking the statistics at face value we 

should emphasize the importance of teaching safe work 

practices to employees. 

 

ñFallsò is the first of the Focus Four. Falls from ladders, 

roofs and scaffolds are three of the most common falls. 

With recent fall protection law changes (2010) and        

directives handed down to OSHA inspectors to actively 

pursue construction fall hazards; it is more important than 

ever to safeguard employees. 

 

ñStruck Byò accidents are the next of the four. Being 

struck by a suspended load such as flying trusses onto a 

structure can be particularly dangerous as the worker has 

nowhere to go if the load gets out of control. Nail guns, 

powder actuated tools, table saws, skill saws and numerous 

other tools can kick materials at the operator or bystander. 

 

ñCaught Betweenò incidents with catastrophic results   

happen all too often as a result of being pinned between 

two pieces of heavy equipment or between equipment and 

vehicles. Trench collapse is also classified as a caught    

between situation. 

 

òElectrocutionsò are the last of the Focus Four.  Less than 

one ampere of electricity can stop your heart.  A standard 

breaker in your home is 15 amps and under the right      

circumstances, that is more than adequate to kill a person.  

What are minimum distances to stay back from power lines 

unless you know specifically how much energy is being 

transmitted? Lock out and tag out any power tools that 

could accidently become energized while you are working 

in or around them. Do you have functioning GFCIôs in 

place to protect workers? 

 

The Fatal Four class being offered in February will    

review each of these segments in detail and remind     

employees of some of the most hazardous situations that 

they are often exposed to but may have become        

complacent. 

 

GRIP SAFETY SEMINAR  
Tuesday, February 14th  

Best Western GranTree Inn  
1325 N. 7th Ave, Bozeman  

7:30 -9:30am  
 

Register at 
www.montanabia.com or call 

(406) 442 -4479  
 

Also available by request:  
Forklift Certification, Excavations/Trenching,  

First Aid/CPR Cert., Competent Person Scaffolding 
Cert., Powder-Actuated Tools Cert., Hazard  

Communications (MSDS), Back &Lifting Safety,   
and Electrical Safety  

(406) 442 -4479 or visit www.montanabia.com  
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