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Saturday,  
MARCH 26TH  
ñConstruction  

Connectionò Social  
at the 

SWMBIA Home Expo! 
MSUs Brick Breeden 

Fieldhouse 
6-8pm 

Join us as we celebrate the  
Home Expo!  

PRIZES   FOOD  FUN  

Photo by Constructive Solutions  

ñSustainability Nightò  
Member Dinner & Meeting  

Thursday, Feb. 10 th  
Donôt Miss it!  
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March 2 Government Affairs Meeting, 9am SWMBIA Office  
March 8 Home Expo Committee Meeting, 11am SWMBIA 
March 15 Home Expo Committee Meeting, 11am SWMBIA  
March 22 Government Affairs Meeting, 9am SWMBIA  
March 22 Parade of Homes Committee Mtg, 4pm Johnny 
Carinoôs  
March 25, 26, 27  SWMBIA Home Expo, MSUs Brick Breeden 
Fieldhouse  
March 26 ñConstruction Connectionò Social at Home Expo, 6
-8pm No charge  
March 29  Executive Committee Mtg, 4pm SWMBIA  
April 7  Board of Directorôs Meeting, 4pm SWMBIA  
April 21 ñConstruction Connection Carnival, 5:30pm-8 at Dis-
tinctive Lighting (2608 W. Main St).  
September 10 -11, 16, 17-18  20th Parade of Homes  
 
 

A full list of Events, Information,  
Membership Directories and much more 

available at www.swmbia.org  

 

Luck is the by-product of busting your fanny.   
~Don Sutton 

 
Fortune brings in some boats that are not steered.   

~William Shakespeare 
 

Luck is what you have left over after you give  100 
percent.   

~Langston Coleman 
 

I'm a great believer in luck and I find the harder  
I work, the more I have of it.   

~Thomas Jefferson 
 

I believe in luck: how else can you explain the  
success of those you dislike?   

~Jean Cocteau 

Luck  

Did you know that as a Member you receive discounts from a wide variety of    
businesses?  Check out www.nahb.org/MA for a full list of discounts...  



 

From the Chairman of the Board  
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W e recently passed the        

midway point for the 2011 

legislature, and things are really 

heating up.  

 

The big budget brawl has yet to take 

center stage, but there are plenty of 

bills in process that will have an   

effect on all of us in the building 

industry.  

 

Many of us from SWMBIA went to Helena last      

Thursday to address some of these bills and participate 

in the process that is our state government.  It was a 

fascinating experience, and I urge anyone interested in 

government to participate. It is not difficult to make 

your voice heard, as our legislators are extremely     

accessible. 

 

HB307 is the so called ñfire sprinkler billò, and it 

would prohibit the state from adopting the portion of 

the new IRC code that mandates fire sprinklers in all 

single-family dwellings. MBIA and SWMBIA have 

taken a position to support this bill. There were about 

100 people from around the state that showed up in 

support of this bill, and about 25 of us testified before 

the committee.  Tom Burnett from Bozeman sponsored 

this bill, so please thank him when you can. The       

testimony went extremely well, and the bill passed out 

of committee on Friday, March 4th, 9-2. It has already 

passed out of the House, and we expect it to move out 

of the Senate and on to the Governorôs desk. We will 

continue to work on getting the bill signed and put into 

law.  

 

SWMBIA is actively trying to engage the membership 

with more email updates and phone calls regarding 

upcoming events and opportunities to participate.  Last 

Thursday was one of these opportunities. I apologize 

for the late notice given to the membership, but we 

only found out the exact time the day before. It seems 

the hearings schedule is somewhat fluid. 

 

One reason I chose to write about our experience ñon 

the hillò is to remind everyone how active your           

organization is in government. As a member of 

SWMBIA, you and your employees are represented at 

the city, county, state, and even national level (I will 

meet with our senators and congressman in D.C. on 

March 16th).   

 

Our Government Affairs committee is active and stays 

on top of issues that may affect our industry and our 

members. If you have any comments, concerns, or  

issues with regard to your government that we can help 

with, please let me know. Access to government, and 

an organization that advocates on your behalf, is just 

one of the many reasons your membership is good for 

your business.  

David Graham  
Graham Enterprises  

2011 Board Chairman  

 



 

 

 

 

 


